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RATARDIDJE.

Hind -wing with vein 8 free or connected to the cell by a bar ;
vein Ic present; fore-wing with vein Ic present; frenulum
absent; proboscis absent.

This family contains one species only, Ratarda marmorata,
from India. TMs is a slender moth of medium size ; it is dark
in colour, with slight fringes to the wings and with pectinate
antennae. The proboscis is absent. The life-history is
unknown, and the moth is of no economic importance.

COSSIDJE.
Hind-wing with vein 8 free or connected to the cell by a bar,
and remote from 7 ; vein Ic present; fore-wing with vein
Ic present; frenulum present; proboscis absent. Larva
boring in wood and pupating in the tunnel.
These are moderate-sized to large moths, of dull colours,
grey or brown being predominant, with vague patterns on the
wings. The wings are long and narrow, with the scales
frequently imperfect. The antennae are short and usually
bipectinate, but sometimes simple in the female. There is no
proboscis, Cossids are nocturnal in habit, and are attracted
to light.
The eggs are laid, as a rule, in crevices in the bark of trees.
The larvae are smooth, but occasionally have a few stiff bristles
scattered along the sides. They are whitish or pale pink in
colour. The larvae of certain species give out a strong odour,
for example, Cossus cossus in this country, of which the larva
has a smell resembling that of the goat; the moth is called
the goat moth in consequence. Most of the larvae tunnel in
the wood of trees, hut sometimes dead wood is also attacked,
A few species bore in the stems of reeds. The life-history is
slow, the larval stage frequently occupying several years.
The pupa is dark brown and is enclosed in a rough cocoon
of silk and macerated wood inside the bore. Hibernation
takes place as a partially grown larva or as a pupa.
The sexes can usually be distinguished by the size, the males
being markedly smaller than the females. In addition, the